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Ditfficutties, Hardſhips and Perpltizition which 
Mr. BENNET hath, and doth ſtill 
labour under. 


— Humbly ſubmitted ” the Conſideration 1 the 


Honourable Court of Directors of the South» 
ea Company. 


To which is added an APPENDIX, containing, 


Numb. x. A Petition to His molt Excellent Majeſty from the 
| General Aſſembly of Barbadoes, paſſed Nemine contradicente, 
the 21ſt of Auguſt, 1733. 


Numb. 2. A State of the Caſe; ad the Honourable Judge s 5 
Opinion thereon, in relation to the South-Sea Company's 
Negroes ſold by Mr. Woodbridge on their Account, 


| Numb. ; . A State of PE Licenſees Caſe, who traded under 
the South-Sea Company's Powers, and are — by Spaniſh 
Seizures and Confiſcations. | 


LONDON. 


Printed for J. RoßERTs in Warwick-Lane, 1734. 


fern To the Honourable 
Of the SOUTH-SEA Company... 


.. Honoured Gentlemen, 


H E preſent Situation of my own: Af. 
N fairs, and the very unhappy and calami- 
tous Condition of the Iſland of Barba- 
does for ſome Years paſt, compel me moſt hum- 
bly to beg your ſerious (and forgive me if I fay) 

your compaſſionate Attention to the Facts con- 
tained in the Memorial hereto annex d. Facts 
they are, and all true; however harſh they may 
ſound in the Ears of a People glorying in their 
Laws, their Liberties, their Trade, and the Hap- 
pineſs of their Conſtitution. The Memorial 
indeed is long, but drawn up with as much Bre- 
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think it too much to read, what another, for 
| fo many Years, has patiently ſuffer d in his Li- 
berty and Property, in his Perſon, Family, 


9 
* 


and Eſtate: But that the Memorial might be 5 


ſtrations are refer d to an Append! 
mit the hole to du Conſideratio 
an humble Confidence rely on your Juſtice, 
your Honour, your Equity, the Nature of 
my Caſe, the Diſintereſtedneſs, the Upright- 


neſs, and the Integrity of my Conduct; being, 


HONOURED GENTLEMEN, 
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Joun BENNETT. 


; Ws 5 | 
MEMORIA L 


OF THE 


Difficulties, Hardſhips and Perplexities, which Mr. BEN 
VET hath, and doth ſtill labour under. | 


 Humbly Submitted to the Conſideration of the Honourable Court 
| of Directors of the South-Sea Company. 


HoNoURED GENTLEMEN, 
Your Memorialiſt repreſents to your Honours; 


1. 59:5 HAT Dudley Woodbridge Eſq; was Agent and Director- 
| NT General to the South-Sea Company of the Afrento Trade; 
And that the Conduct, Juſtice and Integrity of the ſaid 
n ooabridge, in Diſcharge of the ſeveral Truſts repoſed in 


1 him, were from time to time well approved of by the Court 
of Directors of the ſaid Company. 


% * 


2. That on the Miſunderſtanding which happened in the Vear 1718, 
between the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, the ſaid Woodbridge 
and ſeveral other Perſons concerned in the Aſiento Trade, in virtue of and 
correſpondent to the Seutb- Sea Company's Powers (for which the ſaid 
Company had a large Indulto or Duty, clear Profit, paid them) had all 
their dhipping, Negroes and Effects immediately ſeized and confiſcated 
by the Royal Officers of his Catholick Majeſty, in many of the Ports of 
the Spaniſh Weſi-Inates, contrary to and in direct Breach of the Aſſiento 
Contract iubſiſting between the ſaid Crowns; the Fortieth Article where- 
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1 of runs thus; That in Caſe of a Declaration of War (which God for- 
| | | “ bid) of the Crown of Great Britain againſt that of Spain, or of Spain 
Cf « againſt Great Britain, this Affento is to be ſuſpended; however the 
« Afentiſts are to be ſuffered to remove with all Security (during the 
( ſpace of One Year and an half from the time of the Declaration of 
| 1 « ſuch Rupture) all their Effects, and to bring them home freely in ſuch _ 
F « of their Ships, as ſhall then happen to be in the Ports of the Indies, or 

“ in thoſe belonging to Spaniards. * | ; 


i | 3. That the ſaid Woodbridge, then reſiding in the Iſland of Barbadoes, 
did thereupon proceed to Great Nritain, in order to lay before the: ſaid. 
1 Company a State of their Affairs, and to ſollicit a Reſtitution, or obtain 

| ſame Reparation for the great Loſſes and Damages ſuſtained. by; ſuch. 


Seizures and Confiſcations. 


4. That the ſaid Woodbridge, ſome time after his Arrival in London, 
and after having laid before the Directors of the ſaid Company an Account 
of the ſaid Seizures, but before any Reparation could be obtained for them, 


| | 

© | departed this Life. 

| | MD 
B. That on the 3d of June 1720, the then Court of Directors of the 

| ſaid Company did write to Mr. T. Harper and my ſelf then in Barbadoes, 
BY as follows: Gentlemen, We have receiv'd your Letter of the ſecond 
1 « of April, by which we underſtand you had the unwelcome News of 


e Mr. Woodbridge's Death, and we heartily condole with you on the 
© Lofs-of ſo good a Friend. As the Care of the Company's Affairs under 
e his Management is left to you, and you will perceive the State 
* thereof: by his Books, Papers and Accounts, we recommend to you 
| < the taking care of the Company's Intereſt. As Mr. Woodbridge's Ac- 
counts are not adjuſted; We think that ſome Perion here ſhould be 
; authorized to ſettle the ſame.” Ja which Letter the ſaid Mr: Harper 
and my ſelf anſwered on Auguſt the 2d following: © Honoured Sirs, We 
% have the Honour of your Letter of the 3d' of June, which we now 
Z % do our ſelves the Pleaſure to anſwer; We return you our hearty 
Thanks for the Confidence you are pleaſed to place in us, by recom- 
i * mending the Company's Affairs to our Care, begging leave to affure 
you in general that we will act in them with all imaginable Fidelity 
« and Application. — We are of Opinion with your Honours, that it 
1 I ſome Perſon in. London ſhould be appointed t adjuſt Mr. 
G bridge's- Accounts with the Company, and I (Bennett) propoſe to 
pe in England, if the Aſtento be not again ſet on Foot, or as ſoon as 
% Affairs will permit me.” Le — oo Þ 
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6. That in the Month of December in the ſame Year 1720, your Me- 


worialiſt arrived in Landon, ſully ĩmpowered to adjuſt and ſettle all Mr. 
Moodbridge's Affairs with the Company. 


7. That the Company themſelves and Mr. Woodbrridge's Repreſenta- 
tive having placed ſuch. Confidence in your Memorialiſt, your Memo- 
rial iſt proceeded with all Expedition to lay before the Directors of the 
ſaid Company a true and impartial State of the Matters and Accounts 
depending to be liquidated and concluded between them; and their 
Committee of Accounts and your Memorialift having adjuſted Matters to 
their Satisfaction, and as far as was any ways practicable for them to do 
at that time, in the moſt amicable manner, the ſaid Committee did recom- 
mend to the Care of your Memorialiſt without any Application from 
him, of their own mere accord (and to which the Court of Directors 
did afterwards agree,) the Company's Affairs in ſuch manner as 
follows, viz. | | Eg fc 

Fin, To get in and to remit to the Company ſuch Debts as were 
« due to them in Barbadoes; and, 1 


« Secondly, To Transfer in the Company's behalf, the Benefit of Re- 
« ſtitution (granted by his Catholick Majeſty in his Royal Cedula dated 
< at St. Lorenzo the Royal, the ſixteenth day of Auguſt 1721.) to the 
<«. Proprietors of ſuch Veſſels, Negroes and Effects, as were ſeized and 
«< embargued by his Catholick Majeſty's Officers in the Spaniſh West. In- 
« dies as aforeſaid, with full Liberty to fell and diſpoſe thereof, and to 
« bring away the ſame or the Produce thereof, and to be on the ſame 
* Foot, on that reſpect, as before the late War, and as the Parties re- 
<< ſpectively were intituled unto, by Virtue of their reſpective Licences, 
and that in as ample and beneficial manner to all Intents and Purpoſes, 
< as the ſaid Royal Aſiento Company themſelves, might or could enjoy 
the Benefit of the ſaid Cedula of Reſtitution. | g 


8. That your Memorialiſt thereupon forthwith proceeded to Barba- 
does with the Company's Powers for enabling him to execute the Truſts 
ſo repos'd in him as abovementioned. 


9. That ſoon after your Memorialiſt's Arrival in Barbadoes, whilſt he 
was making Remittances to the Company, and granting to the Sufferers 
y the Seizures or Embarguings made by the Spaniards as aforeſaid) 
the Benefits of his Catholick Majeſty's ſaid Cedula of ä the 
rf | * ame 
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fame Court of Directors of the South-Sea Company were induced, on 
. ſome untrue Informations and Suggeſtions to reyoke the Powers, with 
which they had ſo very lately thought fit to inveſt your Memorialiſt, 
* and which Informations and Suggeſtions the Informer ſoon after retracted 
in a publick manner. . by” © 


10. That the Perſon who had given ſuch falſe Intimations to the 
ſaid Court of Directors, was appointed an Attorney to the Company, in 
| the room of your Memorialiſt; and a long Bill in the Court of Chance- 
| ry, in Barbadoes, was thereupon brought againſt him on the Company's 
behalf, as he had been an Agent and Attorney to the ſaid Company, and 

1 had then inter-married with the Widow and Executrix of the ſaid 
4 Woodbridge, and to which Bill your Memorialiſt gave a full and unex- 
1 ceptionable Anſwer. | £ 


| | 11. That ſoon after, your Memorialiſt, as he was adviſed by eminent 
| Council learned in the Law, preferred a Croſs Bill in the ſaid Court of 

Chancery againſt the ſaid Company, ſetting forth, that he always had 
| | been, and then was ready and deſirous to come to a fair and final ac- 
| counting with the ſaid Company; and praying that the ſaid Company 
| | might be decreed thereto, and ſuch juſt and reaſonable Allowances made, 
1 1 as in his ſaid Croſs Bill are particularly ſet forth; unto which he humbly 

| begs leave to refer for your Honours further Information. 


PR 


12. That, whilſt the ſaid Law-Suit was depending in Barbadoes, (and 
even from the time of its Commencement) your Memorialiſt made fre- 
quent Applications to the Company for an equitable and a reaſonable 

Accommodation of the Matters litigated, and propoſed to them the 
F following Terms and Stipulations, to be entred into for bringing about 
ſo deſirable an End, viz. =; 105 ; 5 © 1 ie 
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Propoſals offer d to the South-Sea Company by Mr. Bennett, for an Ac- 


commodation. 


7 3 * S — . a 
* 


| |  - © Firſt, I will procure the Company an Aſſignment of all our 
“Right, Title and Intereſt in the Seizures made by the Spamards, 
| s and give in proper Invoices and Accounts ewe upon Oath and 
7 legal Proof. | | | 


3 


2 
— 
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* Secondly, The Company allowing me in Account the Amount 
of fuch Aſſignments, and ſuch other Articles as the Company are 
| N | | | r 


4 


6 


« juſtly chargeable with, I will affign over Debts due to Mr. Mood. 
ce bridge's Eſtate, for Negroes ſold in Barbadoes, for their Ac- 
« count, to ſatisfy and pay off the Balance which may appear 


« due. 


To theſe Propoſals (which were made the 20th of April, 1724, to 


the then Court of Directors of the ſaid Company) your Memorialiſt 
further added, * | | 


« Now, may it pleaſe your Honours, I beg leave to obſerve, that 
if you will pleaſe to accept of theſe Propoſals, it will reconcile 
every Difficulty; indulge me therefore, I beſeech you, whilſt 1 


ec urge the Reaſonableneſs of them. 


* Firſt, It ſeems reaſonable that the e ſhould allow 
me the Our-ſer of theſe Voyages, becauſe they have the King 
of Spain's Cedula, or Order, for the Reſtitution of them, and 
*© becauſe the Company's Factors have already intermeddled with 
e theſe Effects; and we have no Ways, or Means, or Power, at 
<« preſent, to demand them; and becauſe we have already been 
ce diſappointed in receiving them. 


« Secondly, It ſeems reaſonable, that the Company ſhould re- 

e ceive ſuch Debts as are due to Mr. Woodbridge's Eſtate, for 
“ Negroes ſold for the Company, to ſatisfy the Balance of their 
Account; becauſe Mr. Woodbridge was neceſſitated to diſpoſe - 
of the Negroes at Barbadoes and the Leeward Iſlands, for he 
ce could not let them paſs down to Carthagena and Porto Bello 
or other Parts of the Spaniſh Coaſt, becauſe of the Rupture 
e that had happened between the Britiſb and Spaniſh, Crowns, as 

<< I have ſet forth more. at large in my Croſs Bill. 


On the whole, I perſuade my ſelf that your Honours will take 

this Caſe into your farther Conſideration, and obſerve the great 
« Difficulties I encounter with, which are, the Impoſſibility of my 
« recovering our Effects from the Spaniards, which your Factors 
« have, or may readily do; the many Debts I have out-ſtanding 
here and in the Leeward Iſlands, and the great Trouble of reco- 
« vering them; then the quieting of all Parties mentioned in my 
« Croſs Bill; and laſtly, the Weight of your Diſpleaſure, and the 
« Multiplicity and Variety of Affairs I account for, —How. og 
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your Memorialiſt in his own Particular, but the South-Sea Company al- 


[6] 


> & will it be then; if my private Fortunes muſt ſuffer thro' the In- 
4 trricacy of theſe Affait, and (as I bumbly think) not for the In- 
< juſtice. of my Proceedings! | i 


am, with great Reſpect, 
Alay it pleaſe your Humour, 


Your Honours moſt obedient, &c. 


P. S. I incloſe your Honours Mr. John Gibſon's Affidavit, 
ee who was employed by me to make Requiſition of our Effects that 
e were ſeized and embargued; whereby you will pleaſe to perceive 
e with how much Juftice che Company may deduct the Amount 
„of all the Veſſels, Negroes and Effects out of che Duties payable 
e to his Catholick Majeſty ; and at the ſame time you'll be pleaſed 
© to 2 Pept that we have no Remedy ſo eaſy; nay, no Remedy 
« at all. e | „ . 


And your Memorialiſt begs leave further to lay before your 3 
nours, | „ | | 


I3. That all his Endeavours for an Accommodation being ineffectual, and 
the Law - Suit continued, without any hopes of an Iſſue, the Expences and 


Trouble whereof being exceeding grievous, your Memorialiſt was induced 


to enter into Bonds of Arbitration with the Company, on the 12th of 


Fune, 1730, for ſuch Penalty, and on ſuch Conditions as the then Court 


of Directors of the ſaid Company thought proper to inſiſt upon, that 
an End, ſome how or other, might be put to ſo troubleſome an 


ur. 


14. That your Memorialiſt having executed the ſaid Bond of Arhi- 
tration, and delivered the ſame to the Company's Agent in Barbadoes, 
and put his Name up in the Secretary's Office of the ſaid Iſland, to obtain 
the Governor's Ticket to licenſe his Departure for Great Britain, in 
order to adjuſt all Aﬀairs with the Company, purſuant to the Condition 
of the ſaid Bond; the moſt cruel Advantages were thereupon taken of 
the Situation of your Memorialiſt's Affairs, and the moſt unjuſtifiable 
Pretences and Artifices made uſe of againſt him, ſuch as not only affect 


ſo; 


'4 


[29 
ſo; and, indeed, the Liberty and Property of every Subject, ſo unhappy 
as to reſide, or to have any conſiderable Part of his Fortune in the Iſland 
of Barbadoes. — Who the Parties concerned in theſe Deſigns, and what 
_ Shares they Rad ſeverally therm ũ ꝛ—Tf—TT——T——ꝑĩ—w #1 mr S. 
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15. That ſoon after your Memorialiſt had given publick Notice, as 
the Law in Barbadoes requires, of his.intending to depart to London, a 
Bill in Chancery was trumped up againſt him in Barbadoes, which has 
been the Handle and Inſtrument of as much Injury and Oppreſſion to 
your Memorialiſt, as perhaps ever was inflicted on 3 only by 
(or rather only under colour of) Proceedings, mere Proceedings in the 
Law. Your Memorialiſt will not preſume to trouble your Honours with 
a tedious Detail of the particular Demands in the Bill brought againſt 
him: It would be treſpaſſing too much on your Time. He only begs. 
leave to ſay, Thar the Complainant had by Agreement relinquiſhed all 
_ thoſe Demands, received Satisfaction for them, and acquieſced under iv 
for upwards of Seven Years; and after ſo long a time, on his pretending 
to be prejudiced or over-reach'd by the ſaid Agreement, your Memorialiſt 
ever offered, and was deſirous to ſubmit the whole to the Deciſion! of 
impartial Perſons, $ be nominated on both Sides; nor has your Memos 
rialiſt given any Delay to this Cauſe ſince its Commencement, but has 
forwarded it with all poſſible Expedition, to bring it to an Iſſue, on his 

rt. Your Memorialiſt does not fear the Merits of the Cauſe; but what 
2 complains of, and dreads, are the Injuries and Oppreſſions he has and 
may ſuffer in the carrying of it on: For your Memorialiſt begs leave 
further to repreſent unto your Honours, | 


16. Thar on that very ſame Day the Bill was filed, and on the next 
Day following, before ever your Memorialiſt had ſo much as heard of 
it, or been ſerv'd with any Subpena to anſwer it, there iſſued two 
Writs under the Seal of the Ifland' againſt your Memorialiſt, the one 
called a Subpena ducens tecum, the other a Writ of Ne exeat Inſulam; 
and on the Firft of Fuly, 1730, your Memorialiſt being arreſted with 
the Ne exeat, and in actual Cuſtody thereon, was neceſſitated to give 
Bond, together with Fonathan- Blenmen' and Abel Alleyne, Eſqrs. in 
the Penalty of 3000. Sterling; wherkin each of the three Obligors 
is bound for the whole, conditioned «that your Memorialiſt ſhould not 
depart the Iſland till he and his Wife had Shy anſtwered the Bill, and for 

; 4 | | their 


. 


Premiſes. 
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their abiding by and performing all Orders and Decrees to be made in the 


17. That your Memorialiſt and his Wife inſtantly made their De- 
fence to, and anſwered the ſaid Bill; and, having ſo done, your Memo- 
rialiſt, on the 17th of July, petitioned the Governor in Form for a 
cence to depart the Iſland, your Memorialiſt's Name having been p 
for Twenty One Days in the Secretary's Office for Departure, accord- 


ing to Law, and the ſame not having been underwrit; and your Mi- 


morialiſt having put in his Defence in the Cauſe, and given ſuch hea- 


vy Security for performing all Orders and Decrees therein, as aforelaid; 


but your Memorialiſt's Petition was diſmiſs'd, and he and his Wite 
were ordered to-give in a further Anſwer. And your Memorialitt ha- 
ving no Means 27 Relief in Barbadoes, was forced to ſubmit; and he 
and his Wife, in November following did put in a further Anſwer upon 
Oath to the Bill, inſiſting thereby in their Defence on the Matters they 


had before demurred and pleaded; which Anſwer was ſo completely full, 
that the Complainant has never to this Hour taken any Exceptions 


to it. 


18. That the ſaid Anſwer having been ſeveral Months in, and being 


ſo full that it could not poſſibly be excepted to, and the Complainants 


not ſtirring one Step forward in the Cauſe, it was apprehended your 
Memorialiſt might apply to be diſcharged from the Ne exeat, and ſo 
might get home to attend the Sourh-Sea Company: But that was by all 
means to be prevented; and therefore, in June 1731, your Memo- 
rialiſt was ſerved with the old expired Writ, called the Ducens tecum, 

which was dated the 15th of June 1730, and had been returnable the 
th of July 1730, and had commanded your Memorialiſt (the very 
fame Day the Bill was filed) ro bring into the Regiſter's Office in 
Barbadves, every Book, every ſingle Account, Security for Money, and 
Papers of every kind whatſoever, relating to any part of Mr. Wood- 


Bridges Eſtate, even thoſe relating to the Company's Affairs, and all 


others, tho' not concerning, in the leaſt, the Matters in Queſtion. 


—— The ſerving this Writ on your Memorialiſt was of double uſe to 


diſtreſs him ; for- either your Memorialiſt muſt comply with the unjuſt 
and illegal Command which that Writ imported, or elſe muſt go to 
Priſon upon an Attachment for Diſobedience to it; and either way would 
prevent your Memorialiſt's adjuſting the Accounts with the South-Sea 
Company: For it will be admitted, that when every Book, Account, 
and 
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and Paper, were taken out of che Hands of your Memorialiſt, it was 


not poſſible to adjuſt ſuch an Account with the Company: And, if they 


were not delivered up, but your Memorialiſt impriſoned there for not 
delivering them, then it was not poſſible for your Memorialiſt to attend 


your Honour 85 in order to the ſettling of ä the Accounts. 


19. That theſe repeated Injuries and continued Inſtances of Oppreſ- 
ſion, eſpecially: at a Diſtance fo remote from the Fountain of Juſtice, 
gave your Memorialiſt no ſmall Diſturbance and Uneaſineſs; however, he 
could not yield up his own Rights, and, in them, thoſe of every Bri- 
tiſh Merchant, by ſubmitting to that illegal Command, ſo fatal to every 
Trader; and therefore refuſed (as he lawfully might) to deliver up ſuch 
of Mr. W oodbridge's Books, Papers, Securities, and Accounts, as did not 


relate to the Matters in queſtion: Whereupon an Attachment was iſſued 


againſt your Memorialiſt for not bringing them in. 


20. That your Memorialiſt, in February 1731, petitioned the late 


Preſident! of the Council in Barbadoss (upon whom, by His Majeſty's 


Commiſſion and Inſtructions, the whole Power of the Governor devolves, 


in the Governor's Abſence) and ſer forth the great Irregularity of the 


Ducens tecum, for bringing in Mr. Woodbridge's Books, Papers, and 


— 


Accounts, and of the Attachment which had iſſued for a ſuppoſed 
Diſobedience to it, in not bringing them in by the 7th of Fuly 1730 
(when the Writ had never been ſerved till June 173 1.) Your Me- 


morialiſt alſo. complained of the very great Hardſhip and Irregularity 
in iſſuing and continuing the Ne exeat, and the unreaſonable Bail 

thereon ; and prayed, that the Ne exeat and Bond (under which your 
| Memoraaliſt had then continued for Twenty Months) alſo that the ille- 


gal Writ of Ducens tecum, and the Attachment againſt your Memoria- 


liſt for not doing Impoſſibilities, and complying with it, might be 


diicharged. 


21, That on the 1oth of May 1732, that Petition coming to be 
heard before the Preſident and Council, in the Court of Chancery in 
Barbadoes, the Preſident allowed your Memorialiſt an Appeal to His 


Majeſty in Council; whereupon the Matter, by all Rules, devolved to 
the Juriſdiction of His Majeſty and Council, and virtually and legally 


depended in England; and could nor, until the Appeal ſhould be de- 


termined here, ſuffer or admit of any farther Proceedings in Barbadoes; 
and your Mcmorialiſt was thereby at liberty to proceed for London to 


But that 
again 


attend the Sourb-Sea Company, and tranſact his Affairs. 


[na] 


again. was to be prevented by all means, fair or foul; for, the Deputy: 
Regiſter, of his own proper Authority, without any Order of Court 
iſſued one other Attachment againſt your Memorialiſt, for his ſuppoſec 


Contempt in not obeying the Ducens tecum, and bringing in Mr. Wood. 
Bridges Books and Papers, although there never was ſuch an Inſtance. 


before heard of in any Part of the Britiſb Government: And the Ser- 
jeant at Arms, to whom the ſaid Attachment was directed, arreſted 
and confined your Memorialiſt thereon many Weeks, although your 
Memorialiſt tendred him the uſual Bond, executed by himſelf and two 
ſufficient Sureties, for his Appearance at the next Court of Chancery, to 
anſwer that pretended Contempt; but he declared he could. take no Se- 
curity, and refuſed all. ; 


22. That your Memorialiſt being once more violently made a Priſo- 
ner, and all Bail refuſed, as if he had been guilty. of ſome flagrant 
Crime ; and the Court of Chancery being adjourned over, from the Day 


in courſe in one Month: to that in the next, ſo that your Memorialiſt 


could not apply to the Court itſelf: He applied by Petition to the Pre- 
ſident, Chancellor, and Commander in chief in Barbadoes, on the 12th 
of June 17732, ſetting forth this Matter, and verified the fame by Affi 
davits, and prayed this Second Attachment might be ſuperſeded. The 
Preſident referred that Petition for the Opinion of His e fo Attor- 
ney-General, and, after his Report thereon, ordered a Super ſedeas to iſ- 
ſue, as had been prayed, and directed that Order to the Depury-Regiſter 
Authority to himſelf to iſſue the Attachment, doubted whether the Pre- 
ſident, Chancellor, and Commander in chief had Authority to ſupor- 
ſede that Attachment, and therefore would not obey. the Preſident's Or- 


2 


4 


der, nor iſſue any Supenſedeaiʒ and your Memorialiſt was {till kept in 


Cuſtody- 


23. That thereupon, as your Memorialiſt was adviſed by his Ma- 
jeſty's Attorney-General; he apply'd to one of the Judges of his Ma- 
jeſty's Common- Law Courts in Barbadoes for an Habeas Corpus, who ifs. 
ſued ſuch Writ; and had your Memorialiſt brought before him, and 
diſcharged your Memorialiſt from that arbitrary and! illegal Impriſon- 
ment, tho at the Danger of his Life; he the faid Judge being me- 
naced, inſulted, and even challenged (when fitting as Judge) for this 
Piece of+ Juſtice: to your: Memorialiſt. 


CF = 


24. That your Mermorialiſt, having with ch Difficulty obtained his 

Liberty, immediately departed from Barbadoes for Lindon, left ſome 
other violent Meaſures ſhould have been taken to detain him there; 
and, after prodigious Hazard, Trouble, and Expence, obtained His 
| moſt gracious Majeſty's Order in Council, whereby his Majeſty, with 
the Advice of his Privy Council, ordered all the Proceedings in Barba- 
dors, relating to the taking away of the Books, Papers, Securities, Me- 
morandums, &c. to be revers'd and ſupetſeded, Þ _ . 


25. That notwichſtanding ſuch His Majeſty's ſaid Order in Council, 
the Confederates in the Injuries and Oppreſſions your Memorialiſt com- 
plains of, do at preſent poſſeſs and detain great part of the Books, Pa- 


pers, &c. and refuſe to deliver the ſame to your Memorialiſt's Attorney 
or Repreſentative in Barbados. 335 | 


26. That your Memorialiſt, notwithſtanding all theſe Difficulties and 
Oppreſſions, ever did his utmoſt to ſettle all Matters with the South-Sea 
Company at any rate, tho' diſadvantageous to him; and he begs- leave 
to ſay, That ſuch have, and will appear to have been his fix'd Reſolu- 
tions, not only once, but conſtantly and continually, from the firſt Hour 
he had any thing to do with the ſaid Accounts, to this preſent Time; 
nd on that Ground he has been led to hope, and ſtill doth hope, for the 
Company's Indulgence, and ſuch reaſonable Countenance and Interpo- 
fition in his behalf from them, as cannot but be confiſtent both With 
their Intereſt, and their Honour. : TR 


27. That the Truth of what your Memorialiſt has aſſerted in the 
foregoing Article, will appear moſt evident from the whole courſe of 
his Conduct, as well as from the following Letters written by him to 
your Honours on the 25th Day of September laſt, which he begs leave 
fo repeat intire. | wo 


Honoured Gentlemen, 


5 1 LAST Night obtained a Draught of the Bond of Arbitration 
from Mr. Smith, which it is propoſed I ſhould enter into with the 
* South-Sea Company, and to which I ſhall make no Objection, ſave 
* one, and that is to this Clauſe, viz. And whereas the ſaid Jobn 
« Bennett hath acknowledged, and doth hereby admit, that he hath had 
and received out of the Perſonal Eſtate of the faid Dudley Woodbridge, 

| " C 2 « ſufficient 
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4 foffcient Aſſets to pay and charge: all the: juſt Debes 'of the aid 


2 . N. odbridge.” 


I beg leave to ah: a * Words to your Confideration « on this 


Head, and chen ſhall ſubmit the Matter incirely to you. 


WE Firſ Wherher the Affairs in reference are not of great Importance 
full of cates” and ſubject to much Perplexity - 1 


C Secondly, Whether an Executor ought to oblige himſelf: ſo far as that 
© Clauſe will oblige- me; ſince neither On, n nor r Equity, does 
exact ſo much from me? 8 


* Thirdly, Should any Man deſire more from another, who is only to 


account for a third Perſon, than a fair, ready, and open Accompting to 


* the utmoſt of his Power and Ability, in his Repreſentative; Capacity; 
without ſubjecting himſelf to Caſualties and eventual Misfortunes, 
5 which 1 in no wiſe Faught to affect his own open Perſon or Eſtate ? 


© ] LEES it may be ſaid, That the Gan, Arbitration Bond, which 
] executed on the ſame; Occaſion, had the like Clauſe in it; hier then I 
moſt humbly beg leave to obſerve to you, Thar moſt others, as well as 
my ſelf, look d upon it as a very great Hardſhip impos'd on me, 
and chat no Motive ought to have inden me to have Gigned that 


Bond. 


R A, A 


mY | hope therefore it il not be again required from me; for, in the 
© courſe of my Affairs, I have met with undeſerved as well as unuſual, 

and perhaps before unheard-of Difficulties; and tho': I have rnd 
Relief, ſince my being in England, from ſome of them, from the 
King's moſt Excellent Maieſty, yet I am ſtill under a farther preſſing 


Neceſſity to apply again to the ſame Fountain of Juſtice, for Redreſs 


© of ſome other ſuch arbitrary and illegal Proceedings, as, ſhould they 
© not be diſcountenanced, muſt be fatal to me, and will be eſtabliſhing a 
© Precedent ruinous to Trade, and the Liberty and Property of every of 
* His Majeſty's, Subjects, at leaſt 3 in theiIfland of Bar babes 1 g 
5 However, ch ind d of is Uprightneſs of my Actions and to 
o tions, I have this Day executed two Bonds of Arbitration to the Com- 

« pany; one with the forementioned Clauſe, the other without it: And 
not doubting vour Honours, will, on mature and impartial Delibera- 

Sion, 


—— — — 


150 n 
© tion, give the Reaſons I have offered in ſupport of my Objection, their 
full Weight; and to put an end to the great Expence and Trouble of 
© the Law, I now hereby ſubmit it to your Honours own Determination, 
© to appoint which of the two Bonds the Company ought, or ought 
not to require from me; and ſhall reſt content with the ſame, 
placing an intire Confidence in your Honour and Juſtice towards me. 


A 


J am, 
Honoured Gentlemen, 


with all forts of Reſpect, 


London, Sept. 25th, 1733. Your moſt obedient and 
The Honourable the Court 


Directors, &c, moſt humble Servant, : 


Joun BENN RTT. 

28. That notwithſtanding the Reaſons urg'd in your Memorialiſt's 

foregoing Letter to induce your Honours not to exact from him what 

neither Law, Reaſon, nor Equity, er the Nature of the Affair (as he ap- 

prehended) did require, you were pleaſed to inſiſt on his admitting Aſſets, 
and making himſelf anſwerable for the whole. „ 


29. That haraſs'd and wearied with perpetual Contention, and loſt 
and bewilder'd in the Mazes and Difficulties of the Law, your Memo- 
rialiſt even yet found Comfort in this; he comforted himſelf that he was 
faithful to the Company he had ſerv'd, and to the Family he repreſented, 
and that all muſt acknowledge, that not Intereſt or Eaſe, but Fidelity and 
| Juſtice, were his Aim and Ultimatum. _ | | 

Zo. That the Bond of Arbitration, which your Honours thought fit to 
accept of, was dated the 25th of September 1733, and, on the Penalty of 
30000 J. Sterling, conditioned for the Performance of the Award of Fobr 
Hamilton, John Edwards, Francis Wilks, and Henry Muilman, Eſquires 
(four Members of your Court) concerning all counts and Demands 
between the Parties, anywiſe touching or concerning the ſaid Duale 
Moodbridęe or his Eſtate, or otherwiſe; ſo as ſuch Award ſhould be made 
in Writing under the Hands and Scals of the Arbitrators, or any Three 
of them, on or before the 25th of December 1733. x 
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1. That whenever ard as often, as the ſaid Gentlemen named in the. 
Arbitration Bond met, your Memorialift was ready to appear before them, 
and on the 8th of Nevember your Memorialift gave in a Paper to them 
as follows, viz. wa” 


c Gentlemen, 9 Bo | | 
« T amof Opinion; and many others of Knowledge and Experience 


© are with me in it, that the Judgment of learned and approved Coun- | 


* cil ought to be taken on, and ought to determine the following 
« Points; viz. | ps | 


% Firſt, How far the Company is concern'd to indemnify or re- 
ce lieve, or aſſiſt the Licenſees, who traded under the Company's 
% Powers, and are any ways Sufferers by the Spaniards Breach of, 
*< or Non-Compliance with the Aſiento Contract! 


e Secondly, Whether the Company ought not to abide by all 
et bad Debts, that may have happened in the Diſpoſal of Negroes by 
% Mr. Woodbridge at Barbadoes, or elſewhere, on the Company's 
* Account; becauſe it was done by him not of choice, but by com- 
% pulſion, and in a Caſe of the greateſt Neceſſity, and purely for 
the Company's Service and Advantage? . 


* Thirdly, Whether the Company ought not to allow me for my 
% Time, Labour and Expences in their Service, and for how long 
a Time, and at what Rate? „ 


« Fourthly, What 2 7 ought to be had, and Allowances made 
« me in reſpect to my Vouchers, ſome of which it has been im- 
* practicable for me to obtain, and others have forceably and wrong- 
« fully been wreſted and detained from me? 


I ſhall be ready to ſettle the Fats, and concur with you in the man- 
4 ner of ſtating the Caſe, whenever you ſhall pleaſe to appoint, 


« J defire you'll make a Reſolution on what I now move to you, and 
* that you'll be pleaſed, to minute the ſame in your Proceedings. 


32. That on the 3oth of November, which was the next time the ſaid 
Arbitrators met, or your Memorialiſt had notice of, your Memorialiſt de- 
livered to them a Letter, whereof the following is a Copy, vis. 

Ss * 3 © Gentlemen, 


[4 
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3G Gentlemen, 2 | 
When I met you on Thur/day laſt, J gave in to you a Paper in 


* the words following, vix. 


cc 


© Gentlemen, | 


I am of Opinion and many others of Knowledge and Ex- 


e perience are with me in it, that the Judgment of learned and 


pprov'd Council ought to be taken on, and ought to determine 


« the following Points; vis. 


_ « Firſt, How far the Company is concern'd to indemnify or re- 
e lieve or aſſiſt the Licenſees, who traded under the Company's 
« Powers, and are any ways Sufferers by the Spaniards Breach of, 


# oo 


or Non-Compliance with the Aſſento Contract? 


« Secondly, Whether the Company ought not to abide by all 
bad Debts that may have' I ge in the Diſpoſal of Negroes 
by Mr. Woodbridge at Barbadboes, or elſewhere, on the Compa- 
ny's Account, becauſe it was done By him not of choice, but by 
compulſion, and in a Caſe of the greateſt Neceſſity, and purely 
for the Company's Service and Advantage ? 


_ « Phirdly, Whether the Company ought not to allow me for 


my Time, Labour and Expences in their Service, and for how 
long a Time, and at what Rate? : 


ce Fourthly, What Regard oughtto be had, and Allowances made 


me in reſpe& to my Vouchers, ſome of which it has been im- 
' praQticable for me to obtain, and others have forceably and 


wrongfully been wreſted and detained from me? 


I ſhall be ready to ſettle the Facts, and concur with you in 
the manner of ſtating the Caſe, Whenever you ſhall pleaſe to 


* appoint. 


« Tdefire you'lt make a Reſolution on what I'now move to you, 


and that you'll be pleaſed to minute the ſame in your Pro- 


ceedings 


© Gentlemen, 


Theſe are the Words of the Paper I then drew up and offer'd to 
vou; and I muſt now beg leave, to remind you, accordin 


g to the 
© beſt 
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© beſt of my Remembrance, of what paſs d thereon, and alſo to lay 


before you ſome Matters for your-preſent Conſideration. 


© You did not think proper to give me an immediate Anſwer on 
* the Subject of my Paper, but agreed that it was a Matter that re- 
* quired ſome. Debate amongſt your ſelves; and after I had been 
* withdrawn from your Room ſometime, you were pleaſed to call 
* for me in again; and you then let me know that if there ſhould ap- 
* pear to you any Occaſion to take the Judgment of Council on the 
Points, and in the Manner I deſired, you would do it, but that 
< at preſent you ſaw no Occaſion for it. I therefore offer'd you 


"* ſome Reaſons, why I thought Council's Opinion ought to be taken 
on thoſe Points, and previouſly to any other Proceeding on the 
Arbitration: And thoſe Reaſons not having any weight with you, 
I then defired that my aboveſaid Paper might be minuted in your 


Books, together with your Reſolution thereon: In Reply to which 
I was told, that you kept no publick Minutes of your Proceed- 


dings, only each made his own Remarks for his particular Uſe and 


© Information, and that as ſoon as you had ſtruck a general Balance, 


. * ſuch Minutes, as each of you did take, ought to be deſtroyed. 


© Gentlemen, 5 
* The better I conſider of, and the more I have adviſed on it, I am 
© the further confirm'd in theſe two Points, vis. | 


: That the Opinion of Council be taken as to Points of Law, and, 


That Matters of Fact, and the Method of Accompting be pub- 
« .lickly, fairly, and clearly ſtated and adjuſted, and minuted down. 


© I do not pretend (as has been objected to me) to direct you in 
your Proceedings; but I offer theſe Points to your Conſideration, 
* and the following Reaſons to prove, that Juſtice, and even Ne- 
* ceffity, requires they ſhould be granted me. 


For Firſt, Until the Points in Law and Equity, that are diſpu- 
table, be reſolved and aſcertain'd, I conceive it will be impoſſible 
for you to proceed in the Settlement of the Accounts before you; 
* becauſe you are to be governed in your Proceedings, by Law and 
Equity, and to ſtate and adjuſt the Accompts in conformity thereto, 
If it be ſaid that there are no Points in Law or Equity in my Caſe, 
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Firſt, For the fake of Order and Exactneſs. 


- * 


vhĩch you are not well ſatisfied in, and agreed on within your ſelves: 


I anſwer, that poſſibly you may have miſapprehended the Caſe, 
or conſider d it, in not ſo full and circumſtantial a Light as ic ought 
to be taken in, or may not be ſo well able rightly to determine ſuch 
Matters, as Gentlemen who are noted for their Integrity, Learn- 
ing and Abilities in the Profeſſion of the Law. And as I inſiſt 
upon it, that the Points of Law and Equity, which I have re- 
queſted you to take Advice of Council upon, are in my Favour ; 
as I offer and am ready to concur with you in the manner of 


drawing up and ſtating each particular Query, to be laid before 
the moſt eminent Council for their Determination; and as you 


cannot inform your ſelves with too much Certainty and Exactneſs 


on ſuch general and important Points, on which, indeed, the whole 


Manner and Method of ſettling the Matters before you do de- 


pend: I fay, conſidering all this, I hope you will agree to take - 


Council's Advice in the manner I have defired. 


© Secondly, That the Matters of Fact, and the Method of Ac- 
compting be publickly, fairly and clearly ſtated, adjuſted and mi- 
nuted, ſeems to be both reaſonable and neceſſary, for the fol- 
lowing Reaſons, 1 | "4.9 


; 


- 


© Secondly, For the Satisfaction and Information of all Parties 
concerned in the Matters in Difference. 


© Thirdly, Becauſe every Licenſee or other Claimant on the Com- 
pany, will expe& to know how, in what manner, and for what 


Reaſons their Demands on the Company, or Mr. J/odbridge act- 
ing for it, were allowed of, or ſo and ſo liquidated and adjuſted, 
or totally rejected by you. 


© Fourthly, Should you only draw a general Balance; that is to 
ſay, only report that ſuch a Sum you find to be the Balance, with- 
out enumerating the Particulars from whence ſuch Balance appears 
to you to ariſe, it will leave me intirely in the dark, and ſubje& 
the Company, as well as my ſelf, to innumerable Reproaches and 
Perplexities ; and Matters will be as liable to the Cognizance of a 
Court of Equity as ever. Whereas, would you agree in Matters 


of Law and Fact, and have them publickly, fully, fairly and or- 
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derly 


. enter d down in nne to be kept by a Clerk for 
£ thax pur all Perſons then would be ſatisfied, and ac quieſce 
© with the Juſtice of your Proceedings and Determinations Gehich 
* therwiſc it mectured they will not) and your Conſtitu- 
© ents and the we 2 — World would ſee Reaſon to N the Can- 
© * dout and Uprighadeſs of your Conduct. 
p 1 remember it was objected to me by fome one of you, Gentle- 
men, that taking the Opinion of Lawyers on Points of Law, and 
C 12 and minuting down your Proceedings, in the manner 1 
| inted at, would be waſting or taking up time. But provi-. 
< ded it ſhall appear to be reaſonable and expedient, that Objection, . 
= - 0 hope, will fall of ie ſelf; Befides, it is received for a Truth, that the- 
= © ſhorteſt Method of diſpatching Buſineſs is to begin and proceed 5 
dy Step, in the moſt regular and unexceptionable manner, EF have 
1 found it ſo in Matters wherein I have been concerned, andi not 
long fince in a Cauſe where the Tranſactions were of ten times the: 
Value of thoſe before you, and of greater Intricacy. 


Gentlemen, 


© I will not detain you longer, bur offer - high have aid above 
* to your Conſideration, and ſhall wait your Commands thereon. 


1 am, Gentlemen, 


with Reer, 
r mer mf bumble and | 
l 3 498 maß obedient Servant, © 
| AND Efars. J. Bennet. 
Francis Wilks and Henry Muilman, 3 


But this Lester bad no Ea; and on the 6th of December your Me- 
morialiſt attended again on the Arbitrators, in the Evening, at the South- 
Sen Houſe, from five o Clock to ſeven, when your Memorialiſt was called 
for, and found two other Gentlemen fitting wich them (at that time un- 
known to him) and was ask'd by the Arbitrators, if he had an thing far- 
her „ „ee as eee Whereupon 
your 


+} 
Memoialift deſired to know how far they bad 'progeeded? or, if 
they had kept any Minutes which he might have a Sight of? But was 
anſwered, No. He replied, then I am at a Loſs to know how to offer 
any thing farther. Upon which they deſired him to withdraw. He un- 
derſtood afterwards, that the two Gentlemen with the Arbitrators were 
Mr. Gambier and Mr. North, the South. Sea Dr e and 
a Sy 


F 


That on the 18th of December, which was the next time your 
Meworialitt heard any thing of the Arbitration, he received a Letter 
from Mr. Smith, the Company's Secretary, ſignifying, that the four Ar- 
bitrators had ſigned their Award, and left two of them in his Hands, one 
of which he was ready to deliver to him; but on your Memorialiſt's Ap- 
plication to him for it, he thought it more proper to defer the ſame to 
the 20th of that Month, becauſe of delivering the other to your Honours 
the ſame Day. And on that Day, in the Afternoon, your Memorialiſt 
received the Award from him, dated the 18th of chat Month, and fign'd 
and ſealed by the four Arbitrators. | 


34. That the ſaid Award direQts, ; i 


Firſt, That your Memorialiſt, his Heirs, &c. on or before the 
24th of January, 1733, in due Form of Law, at his or their Coſts, 
do give and execute to or for the Uſe of the Company, a good and 
ſufficient Releaſe of all Actions, Suits, Accounts, and Demands 
whatſoever, at any time before the 25th of September, 1733, had, 
made, proſecuted, or depending, by and between the ſaid Parties, 
or either of them, anywiſe touching or concerning the ſaid Dudley 
W vodbriege or his Eſtate „or otherwiſe. 


Secondly, That your Memorialift, his Heirs, Gc. do pay to the 
Company at the Sourh-Sea Houſe the Sum of 12531. Sterling, before, 
or on the ſaid 24th Day of January, 17 33. 


Thirdly, The farther Sum of 5000 1. Sterling, | before or on the 
24th of June, 1 734 | 


 PFourthly, The farcher Sum of 5o0ol Song before or on the 
24th of December, 1734- 


D 2 8 Fifibly, 


in Barbadboes, to detain him there (and on which, in 


[ 20. ] 
Fiftth, The farther Sum of 50001. Sterling, before or on the 
. 24th of June, 1735. ; 6 | 


And Szxthly, That on Payment and Satisfaction made and given 
by your Memorialiſt to the Company, of all and every the ſaid 
ſeveral Sums, amounting together to 162531. Sterling, the Com- 
uy. give to your Memorialiſt a like Releaſe, as before-men- 
tioned. | 


Honoured Gentlemen, 


- Your Memorialiſt having, in the 34 preceding Articles, laid before you 
a plain Narrative of Matters of Fact, he now begs leave to repreſent to 
your Honours, how greatly he has been injur'd and affected by them. For, 
in the firſt Place, 905 | | 


Tho Mr. Woodbridge and your Memorialiſt were ever ready and moſt 


deſirous to ſettle Matters with the Company, yet ſuch have been the Dif- 


ficulties and Obſtructions that have occurr'd in it, that beſides the Inter- 
ruption and Diſorder given thereby to all your Memorialiſt's Affairs and 
Concerns, the Expence and Charges of Voyages, Law-Suits. &c. have 
not been leſs to him than the Sum of 5000 /. | | 


\ Secondly, Tho' your Memorialiſt has done all in his Power to bring to 
an Iſſue and Determination the Suit in Chancery runes up againſt him 

is Conſcience, he 
does not think there is one Farthing due to the Complainants) yet ſuch 
have been the Management and Contrivances in that Cauſe, to embaraſs 
and diſtreſs your Memorialiſt, that the ſaid Complainants have not been 
brought to except or reply to his Anſwer and Defence, even to this very 
Day, tho' his Books, Papers, and Vouchers, have been ſeized and taken 
from him, and are actually in the Cuſtody of his Adverſaries; but your 
Memorialiſt has been kept under Bonds and Securities tor goooo J. Ster- 


ling on that Account, as he conceives, purely with a view to perplex and 
diſtreſs him. 18 


Thirdly, Tho' your Memorialiſt has obtain'd His moſt gracious Ma- 


jeſty's Order in Council, longer than ten Months paſt, to prevent the ta- 


king out of his Hands all Books of Accounts, Mortgages, Bills, Bonds, 
Notes, and other Securities for Money, Shop-Books, and other Writings, 
Papers, Notes, and Memorandum, relating to Mr. #codbridge's _ 


fe 


(for ſuch were the Words of the Barbadoes Writ againſt him) and con- 

ſequently to the Affairs of your Company; yet many of his Books of 
Accounts, to the Number of 30 or 40, and many of his Papers and 
Vouchers have been taken from him, and are forcibly detained, and re- 


fuſed to be delivered to his Attorney or Py in Barbadoes, tho 
the ſame have been required and demanded in Form. 


Fourthly, Tho' your Memorialiſt hath, for 13 or 14 Years paſt, omit- 
ted nothing in his Power to ſettle his Affairs with your Company, and 
bring them to a final Adjuſtment, and with that View hath ſubmitted to 
whatever was exacted from him; yet your Memorialiſt is ſo far from 
ſeeing any probability of an End to the Difficulties and Diſtreſſes which 
your ſaid Company's Buſineſs and Concerns have brought upon him and 
his Family, that he finds himſelf at preſent under an unayoidable and moſt 

_ preſſing Neceſſity to repreſent to your Honours ; 


Firſt, That the South-Sea's Company's Demand againſt Mr. Wood- 
bridge and your Memorialiſt, was never pretended to be more than 

248351. 8s. 1 d. 4, Barbadoes Money, and that too for Negroes 

ſold by Mr. Woodbridge on the ſaid Company's Account, which were 
thrown into his Hands by force, and that, after his refuſing to re- 

ceive them; and were ſold and diſpos'd of by him purely through 
Neceflity, for the Company's Service, and to. prevent the ſaid Ne- 
groes falling into the Hands of the Spamards, then at War with us, 
or otherwiſe their periſhing in Barbadoes. 7 > 


| Secondly, That the Amount of Mr. Woodbridge's and your Me- 
morialiſt's Demands againſt the ſaid Company was 342204. 05. 1 d. x, 
Barbadoes Money; and conſequently, as thoſe Demands ſtood unli- 
_ quidated, the Balance appeared in favour of your Memorialiſt the 
Sum of 9384 J. 115. 11 d. 4. Thus, 


„ 15 3 d. 
Demand againſt the Company, 34220 oo o 
The Company's Demand, 24835 08 ol; 
Balance, 1 099384 21 112 


—_— 


+ The Gid Demands of 34220 J. 05, 1 d. a, upon the Company were, 
| Firft 


E 8 
Firf, In reſpe& of Loſſes, Beines and Confiſcations of Ne- 
groes, Veſſels, and Effects unjuſtiy ſuſtained from the Spania ds, 


whilſt trading under the Company's Licences and Paſles, 1 in breach 
of the  Aſfiento Contract. . 


Secondly, In roſpet of your Memorialift's STA WIS and 
Expences on the Company's Account, and for his Voyages, re, 
and Pains, in the ſaid Company's Service. 


But then, as your Memorialiſt formerly obſerv'd to your Ho- 
ours, in his Letter to you of the 22d I June laſt, occaſioned 


by che 1 of the Committee appointed to inſpe & and exa- 


mine the ſeveral Accounts of the South-Sea Company, There 
« are Objections made in Points of Law and Equity, on both 
e Sides, which however, I (your Memorialiſt) have had the 


Opinion of the moſt eminent Oye” upon, and think them 
< to be in my Favour.” 


The Opinions which the . Gentlemen of the Lion were 
of, whom your Memorialift had conſulted on theſe Points, are 
to the following effect, | 


That the diſpoſing of the Negroes at duch a Time in Barba- 


does, ſeem'd to have been neceſſary for the Company's Service; 


© and that Mr. Woodbridge did not appear to have done any thing 
© on that Accoupt, but what a prudent Agent ought to have done 
© in the like Circumſtances; and that as to the Debt contract- 
ed by him on that Account, they did not ſee any thing 
© jin the State of the Caſe, that could make it reaſonable that 
Mr. Woodbridge, or his Reproſematives, ſhould be E12 with 


them. 


That the South-Sea Company was obliged to make 300 the 
© Loſſes by Seizures made by the Spaniards, fo far as could be 
© prov'd 1 the Company had received Satisſaction from the 
Spaniard, or had by any unreaſonable Obſtructions prevented 


the Loſers from receiving ſuch Satisfaction; and to give all the 


Aſſiſtance in their Power to the . towards * Recovery of 
© their Loſſes. | 


That 


Taye]; ; 
That a Bill in Equity againſt the Company was a proper Re- 
* medy for the Loſers by the Spaniſh Seizures, to have a Satisfac- 
© tion for the Loſſes they had fuſtained, out of what is allowed the 
Company on that Account, or out of what they may deduct 
for that purpoſe out of the Indulis Money, payable to the 
© King of / 55 2m. TE ral 


| Honoured Gentlemen, 


This was the State of the Cafe of your Memorialiſt, and ſuch were 
the Opinions of the eminent in the Law thereon, when, for the fake of 
Peace, he ſubmitted the fame to the Award of four of your Members, 
and ſubjected himſelf to be made the Principal, in the room of thoſe he. 
reprefented. Too, 2 


It is very far from the Thoughts of your Memorialiſt to ſay any thing 
that may give Offence to the Company in general, or to thoſe four 
Gentlemen, or any other Perſon; nor (as he hopes) will any thing that 
he has, or ſhall repreſent herein, be ſo conſtrued: But he conceiyes. 
himſelf roo much .concern'd in this Aﬀair, to omit offering to your- 
_ Honours the following Matters for your prudent and equitable Con- 
ſideration. | | | | 


Firft, That the Sum of 16253 J. Sterling awarded againſt your Memo- 
rialiſt by the Referees is, Barbadoes Money, 21453 J. 19s. 24. 4. So that it 
appears they have allowed for all his Demand of 342206/. os. 19, 5. againſt. 
4 Company, no more than the Sum of 3381/7. 8s. 11 d. +. and yet at 

the ſame time have awarded him to make good and anſwer all Debts con- 

tracted for the Sale of the Company's Negroes, tho' the Caſe be as is be- 
fare ee | RS oe) 


Secondly, That your Memorialiſt is utterly in the dark, and has never- 
ſeen or heard, how and in what manner, or by what Allowance or Diſ- 
allowance of what Articles the Balance of 16253 ]. Sterling has been 
ſtruck by the Arbitrators; and therefore it is otters impoſſible for him to 
do himſelf Juſtice in his own private Right, or to give Satisfaction to the 
ſeveral other Perſons intereſted in this Affair, in reſpect to their ſeve- 
ral Claims and Demands, not knowing how far the ſame are, or are not, 
or in what Degree or Proportion they are allowed. | 


Thirdly, 


— 


— hot tone * — EN EIIER 
CY * _ — ' — a 


11 ee es 


262 : ae) 


_ Thirdly, That tho' the ſtriking a general Balance may poſſibly be ſatiſ- 
factory to the Company, who are one Body Politick and Corporate; yet 
it will not anſwer your Memorialiſt's particular and moſt uncommon hard 
Caſe, for the Reaſons given at large in his befote-recited Letter of the 15th 
of November 1733 to the four Gentlemen Arbitrators, and which, tor a- 


voiding prolixity, he omits repeating here, 


Fourthly, That if neither Mr. Woodbridge nor his Eſtate be to have 
any manner of Allowance for the Seizures made by the Spaniards, or for 
bad Debts contracted for Negroes ſold for the Company as aforeſaid, and 
your Memorialiſt, a third Perſon, who only married the Widow and Re- 
preſentative of Mr. Woodbridge, is, in his own private Capacity, to pay 
this very great Sum to the Company; it is hoped the Company will not 
let him ſtand in need of ſo ſmall and ſo poor a Satisfaction, as to know, 
and to be enabled properly to ſhew how, and by what Articles, Allow- 
ances and Diſallowances, this general Balance is ſtruck. | 


 Fifthly, That if your Honours ſhould be of Opinion (tho' he hopes 
you will not, he preſumes you cannot) that no Satisfaction or Relief be al- 
lowed to your Memorial iſt in the foregoing Articles; yet the Sum of 16253 /. 
awarded againſt him being Sterling Money, and the times of Payment be- 
ing ſo ſhort, are other inſupportable Burthens laid upon him. For in the 
firſt place, the Remittances to be made by Mr. Woodbridge for any Negroes 
ſold by him on the Company's Account (by and according to his Articles 
with Ae were to be in Sugars at the current Price or Prices in Barbadoes ; 
and for ſome Years paſt Sugars that have coſt 100 J. in Barbadoes, have 
not cleared to Te ede above 40 l. Sterling, and laſt Year frequently 
leſs; which being conſidered (as ſurely it ought to be) the Award againſt 
your Memorialiſt is, in effect and reality, not leſs than for the Sum of 
406321. 105. Barbadoes Money. Whereas ſuppoſing the Company re- 
ſolved, contrary to the Opinion of the Learned in the Law, not to abide by 
bad Debts, nor to make any Allowance for Spaniſb Seizures, nor for any 
other Article charged on them, the utmoſt of their Demands, as has been 


before obſerved, was but 24835 J. 8s. 14. + and even that too Barbadoes 


Money. — Then, as to the times of Payment; when it is known that 
your Memorialiſt is kept under Bonds and Counter Securities for 900001. 
Sterling on a vexatious Law-ſuit (as herein before is mentioned) his Books 
and Papers forcibly detained from him, this Affair with your Company 
depending, and ſcarce any Attempts left unpractiſed to ruin his Credit 
and diſtreſs him; and conſidering the very low and unfortunate Condition 

of the Iſland of Barbadoes in general; (for he believes it may be truly af- 


firmed, 


- HE 
firmed, that all the Inhabitants of Barbadoes, now refiding there, have 
not together the Sum of 16000 J. in England, nor even Caſh ſufficient in + 
the Iſland for their preſent preſſing Occaſions.)— Theſe Things conſidered, 
your Memorialiſt hopes for ſuch reaſonable and equitable Relief from your 
onours, as the Nature of his Caſe does require and will admit of; and 


asking Pardon for having detained you thus long, he begs leave to refer 
for the reſt to the Appendix hereto annex d. 


Jan, 
: Honoured Gentlemen, 
Your moſt Obedient and 
moſt Faithful 
London, January 18. | 


„ „ bumble Servant, 


Journ BENNETT. 
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APPENDIX 


Numb. 1. A Petition to His moſt Excellent Majeſty from the 
General Aſſembly of Barbadoes, paſſed Nemine contradicente, 
the 21ſt of Auguſh, 1733. Do 


Numb. 2. A State of the Caſe; andthe Honourable Judge Reeves's 
Opinion thereon, in relation to the Sowrh-Sea Company's 
| Negroes fold by Mr. Woodbridge on their Account, 


Numb. Re A State of the Licenſees Caſe, who traded un a 
the South-Sea . Powers, and are Sufferers by Spaniſs 


Seizures and Confiſcations. 
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That by the ſaid Act the Inhabitants were annually, during the Conti- 


nuance of it to pay 25. 6 d. per head for every Negroe or other Slave; 


two Pounds for every Wind-mill; one Pound for every Cattle-mill, and 


two Pounds for every Pot-kiln ; and were to give an Account upon Oath, 


to the Repreſentatives of the Pariſhes they reſided in, of what Negroes 
or other Slaves, Wind-mills, Cattle-mills and Pot-kilns they were 
poſſeſt of, in order to the paying ſuch Tax for them as aforeſaid ; and 


the Repreſentatives were to adminiſter ſuch Oath under the Penalty of 


5o/. and the ſeveral Towns of the ſaid Iſland were to pay annually to 


the ſaid Tax the following Sums (v/z.) The Town ot Orftins 1 51. the 


Town of St. Michael 1800 l. Tho Hole Towu .18./; and Speights Town 
70. which Sums were to be aſſeſſed on the ſaid Towns by the Veſtrys-of 
the Pariſhes they lye in, under certain Penalties appointed by the faid Act; 
and the Lawyers and Patent Officers were to pay certain Proportions of 
the ſaid Tax; and the Jews were to pay annually to the ſaid Tax the 


Sum of 400/, which was to be aſſeſſed on them by the reſpective Veſtrys, 


under certain Penalties impoſed upon the ſaid Veſtrys: And if any of the 
Inhabitants did not give in ſuch Account upon Oath as aforefaid, tho 

| bl to give an Account of ſuch Defaulters 
Names to the Treaſurer under the Penalty of col. and the Treaſurer 


was impower'd under a Penalty to proceed againſt ſuch Defaulters, who 


were to pay double; and every part of the ſaid Law was guarded with 
large Penalties upon all that falled of doing what by the ſaid Law was 


required, 


And fo it was, may It pleaſe your Majeſty, that the Inhabitants of the 


aid Iſland paid all due Obedience to the ſaid Law, as long as they appre- 


hended the ſame to be in force; but being adviſed as aforeſaid that the ſaid 


Act was expired, they for the generality did in the Years 1729, 1730, 


and 1731, omit giving in ſuch Accounts as aforeſaid of their egroes, ; 
Wind-mills, Cattle-mulls and Pot-kilns to their Repreſentatives, who al- 
ſo for the moſt part thought the ſaid Act expired, and therefore did noe 
return the Defaulters, nor did the Veſtrys return any Afﬀeſiments of che 
ſaid Town of St. Michael, or of the Fewi/h Nation in the ſaid Years 1729, 
i720, and 1731; and by that Means a Part only of the faid Tax was le- 
vic in thoſe Years, altho' the Repreſentatives and Veſtrys, who omitted 
to nike uch Returns, were for the moſt part ſyed and proſecuted by the 
Treaturers for the Time being, for the Penalties by the ſaid Act in that 
Caſe impoied upon them; and yet notwithſtanding theſe Deficlencies in 
the Payment of the ſaid Tax in the 3 laſt mentioned Years, Mr. Worſoley 
received under the ſaid Tax no lets than upwards of 530007, | kgs - 


SiS 


2 * 


That Mr. Worſeley upon his Return to Great Britain did, unknown to 
your Petitioners, apply to your Majeſty, and obtain an Order, whereby 
your Majeſty was pleaſed to direct, that in caſe the Arrears of the ſaid 
Tax ſhou'd not be paid in to the Treaſurer on or before the firſt day 
of July, now laſt paſt, that then the Attorney General ſhould cauſe 
proper Suits to be commenced againſt all Perſons liable to pay any 
ſuch Arrears. — And your Majeſty's Attorney General here is now pro- 


_ ceeding accordingly. _ Lys 


their Power to pay all due Obedience to your Majeſty's Royal Orders; 
and tis with the utmoſt Grief of Heart < 


God's Bleſſing and your Majeſty's paternal Care and Protection, to over- 


.  confeſſedly mxpired, and. 0 
of St, Michael and the Jewiſh Nation in the Years 1729, 1730, wy 173 1 
5 1 ; which: 
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Opinion thereon, in relation to the SOUTH-SEA Com dawy's 
a „ld by "My. W N Die en Aber A 


Tots DX . an antzldo 717 . 


S 0 the Arete, eee e Hoes 
1 to abide by bad by Mr: e on their 


Io Account; the Won is 1 ür u of the Tale: On the TT 
tween 


| (33 ] 
7 tween the Britiſb and Spaniſb Crowns, ſeveral of the South. Sen Com- 
* pany's Ships, trading for Negro-Slaves on the Coaſt of Africa, touch- 
* ed at Barbadoes, in their way to ſome one or other of the Spamſh Ame- 
_ © rican Ports, (vix.) Carthagena, Porto Bella, &c. We had then an Ac- 
© count, of the War with Spain, and the Seizure and Embarguing of the 
Company's Effects at the aforeſaid Ports; the Ships, therefore, could 
by no means proceed on their Voyages, and the Maſters thereof ap- 
© Plied themſelves to Mr. Woodbridge, the Company's Agent. —— It was 
* an Accident unforeſeen, which the Company had not provided againſt, 
nor given Mr. Woodbridge any Orders or Inſtructions relating to: He 
therefore excuſed himſelf to the ſeveral Maſters of the faid Ships, for 
* want of Power from the Company; Whereupon: the: Maſters of the 
* reſpeQtive Ships let him know, - poſitively; that a War happening, they 
were not oblig'd to fulfil their Charter-party, by running into the 
| © Mouths of their Enemies; and the Company would be greater Suffe- 
F rers than they, and their Owners, (the ſaid Ships being on Freight) - that 
if Mr. Woodbridge would not receive the Negroes from them, they would 
put them aſhore at Barbadoes, make their Proteſt, and let him be an- 
© {werable for the Conſequences———Whereupen Mr. Moadbridge re- 
*- preſented to them the Impoſſibility of ſelling or diſpoſing of eat a 
Number of Negroes at Barbadoes at that time; that he could not tell 
© what to do with them; and requir'd them, by Letter, to proceed to 
Jamaica, to the Company's Agent there, where they might well be 
* taken off -The ſaid Captains Anſwers, by Letters, to this, were, 


that they could not anſwer it to their reſpective Owners; that it was 


© contrary. to their Charter- parties, and that they could not juſtify ſo do- 
ing, and that there was great Danger in going to Famaica — — Mr. 
* Woodbridge was therefore compell'd to receive the ſaid ſeveral Ships of 


'© Negroes, and do the beſt he could with them, and met with much 
c Difficulty in it. He ſold all that he could to ſuch. Purchaſers as 
* would buy at Barbadoes; then he went down to the Leeward Iſlands, 
and got off ſeveral Cargoes there, in the beſt manner he could, and 
was at great Expence in doing iti Notwithſtanding which, it is 
© to be feared, that ſome. Perſons may prove inſolvent, to whom the ſaid 
© Negroes were ſold, both at Barbadves and the Leeward Iſlands, and the 
N rather, becauſe the South-Sea Company have ſeverely proſec uted Mr. 
Bennett (who is the acting Executor to Mr Woodbridge) on this Account, 

and thereby prevented him from going off from the Iſland of Barbadoes 
to the Leeward Iſlands, and other Places, where his Preſence has been 
© abſolurely neceſſary for the recovering of the ſaid Debts——— Ir may 
be noted, that tho Mr. Woodbridge had no particular Directions to war- 
- + = rant 


& badoes,, in their way to the Spaniſh We 


_ * fave them from greater Inconveniencies. 
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© rant What he did, yet he had this general diſcretionary Order from 
© the Court of Directors of the South-Sea Company, viz. If in theſe 


© £.0ur Inſtructions we have omitted any thing, or any unforeſeen Accident 


ce ſhould ariſe, we muſt leave it to your Prudence and Integrity to act 
e therein for the Company's . beſt Advantage.” It may alſo be noted, 
that after Mr Woodbridge had been obliged to diſpoſe of the Negro- 
Slaves, as above, and before the Company could receive any Account 
of it, he received from the Court of Directors the following Order, 
© wiz, © We direct that you refrain ſending any more Negroes to the 
t ſeveral Factories, until ſuch time as they write for them; but ſell 
<« ſuch as our Negro-Ships ſhall deliver at your Ifland, for the moſt you 
« can get.” And in another Letter, If any of our Ships come into 
your Port with Negroes from Africa, you are to diſpoſe of them 
there to the beſt Advantage on our Account. 


It is true chat Mr. Woodbridge, by theſe Articles with the Company, 
was to recruit and ſell at Barbadoes, all ſuch ſickly and infirm Negroes 
* out of the Company's Ships from Africa, that ſhould touch at Barba- 


| © does, and appear to be unable, and improper to be proceeded with far- 


ther qq their Voyage to the Spaniſh American Ports; and was to be 
allowed 4 per Cent. he making good all Debts, &c.— This is an actual 
Agreement, and Mr. Woodbridge has complied with it; but there was 
© no Article or Agreement on the Point in queſtion, which is of a dif- 


© <- ferent Nature: So far from any actual Agreement, that it was never 
thought one of the Company's Ships ſhould ſell at Barbadoes, their 


Trade being to the Spaniſb Męft.- Indies. The Caſe alſo is very diffe- 
* rent in Fact, for it was eaſy enough for Mr. Woodbridge to have ſold fix 
© or ſeven poor ordinary Negroes out of any Ship that ſhould call at Bar- 

A Indjes. This the Merchants 
in Barbadoes do at publick Outcry or Vendue, and the Money is im- 
© mediately paid them: But for a Man to have two or three thouſand 


' © Negroes on his Hands at once, and be obliged to ſell them, it woul 


be impracticable, without running great Riſques; for when healthy 
© Negroes are ſold together, and in Parcels, or Lots, the Planters and 
*. Purchaſers always are allow'd two Months Credit, at leaſt, and fo give 
a Bond for the Payment; to recover which there is great Trouble, and 
© often Loſs: Therefore it was the Neceſſities of the Company's Aﬀairs 
that brought on the preſſing Riſque, and not Mr. Woadbridge by A- 
< greement or Choice, but purely for the Company's Intereft, and to 


L 


Query, 


%. J % n 
8 . i ' ö : 
* 


$i 44 N Sell "= -— 4 54 Te $ „ 
75 Query, Whether the Company are not oblig d to abide by all bad 
Debts contracted on their Account: 3 


Nou follows Judge Rerveys Opinion, on che foregoing Queſtion and 
: State of che Caſe: dh 2 „ s 44 — N IF > ; 4 1 4. * 


As to the Debts contracted by Mr. Woodbridge on the Company's 

Account, I do not ſee any thing in the State of this Caſe, that can make 

, © 1t reaſonable, that Mr. Woodbridge or his Repteſentatives ſhould be 

charged with them. The diſpoſing of the Negroes at ſuch a time at 

© Barbudoes, ſeems to me to have been neceffary for the Company's Ser- 
vice; and he doth not appear to have done any thing, on the Com- 

* 2 5 05 Account, but what a prudent Agent muſt have done in the like 
Dec. 10. 1725. © Tho. Reeves. 
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"NUM 50 R III. 


A State of the LICENSEES Caſe, who are Sufferers by 
1 70 Spaniſh Sezzures and Conſi ſcatio nn. 


THAT the South-Sea Company is the Royal Aſiento Company of 

I Great-Britain, and as ſuch intitled ſolely to the ſeveral Powers, 
Privileges and Benefits of Trade contained in the Aſiento Contract, made 

between the late Queen Anne and his Catholick Majeſty of Spain, dated 

at Madrid the 26th of March, 1713, for. the introducing Negro- Slayes 


into the Indies. 


That the ſaid Company on the 18th of December, 1717, appointed 
Dudley Woodbridge, Eſq; late of Barbadoes, their Director General, and 
alſo heir Attorney, relating to the ſaid Trade; and intruſted him with ©! 
ſeveral blank Licenſes, . or Paſſes, and gave him Power to fill up ſuch | 
Licenſes, or Paſſes, to any Perſon or Perſons, as he ſhould think fit, up- 

on receiving the Indulto Money, or Sum, in his Powers reſpectiyely 
mentioned, for the uſe of the Company, |. - 5 


F 2 Tha 


Governor, and nineteen of the Directors of the ſaid Company, 


L 36] 

That on the 9th of January following, the Sub-Governor, Depucy- 
; the 1 ed 
and gave Mr. Woodbridge a Set of Inſtructions, directing him to obſerve 
bis Articles with the Company, and thoſe and all future Orders and In- 
ſtructions, that he ſhould receive from the Majority of the Court of Di- 
rectors for the time being. Es 


© That one of the Inſtructions given to Mr. Woodbridge, by the Company, 
was in the following Words, bs. 


* 


And for as much as it may be an Encouragement to Perſons to take 
aut ſueh Licenſes or Paſſes, as aforeſaid, upon your being concerned with 
them therein, we are content, and do give leave, that, if you think fit 
© to intereſt your ſelf in any ſuch Voyages, we depending upon your In- 
* tegrity that you will do the ſame Juſtice to the Company, in regula- 
ting the Negrocs which ſhall be ſent in any of the Sloops wherein 


' © you are concerned, as others; whereby, likewiſe, we ſhall come at a 


© more certain Knowledge or Information, relating to the Trade of the 


4 ſeveral Ports in the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, yoga 


That Mr. Woodbridge, ſoon after receiving ſuch Powers and Inſtructi- | 
ons, went from London to Barbadoes, and took on him the Execution 
thereof, and continued to act therein till the War broke out with Spain; 


dy which War the Execution of the Aſfento Contract was ſuſpended, 


That, during Mr. Wooabridges acting for the Company, in Conformi- 

to his Inſtructions aforeſaid, he, for the Service of the Company, and 
the Advancement of their Intereſt, (together with others) concerned and 
intereſted himſelf largely in the Aſiento Trade, under the Company's 
ſaid Licenſes or Paſſes, which contained Grants of all the Cnmpany's 
Powers and Privileges relating thereto z and for which the Company had 
high Indulto's or Premiums allow'd them. eee 


That moſt of the Ships, Sloops, and Veſſels, furniſhed with ſuch 
Licenſes or Paſſes, far from receiving thereby the Advantages and Pri- 
vileges which they had purchaſed from the props ye "and paid for, 
and were intitled to as aforeſaid; on the contrary, ſuffered very great 
Hardſhips and Difficulties in the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies (even before any 
actual Declaration of War) to the great Ldſs and Detriment of the 
Perſons concern'd therein: And on the Breach between the Britiſb and 


epaniſs = 
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Spaniſb Crowns] many of the Veſſels and Effects of Mr. Woodbridge, and 
7 other Licenſees, who were trading in virtue of the Company's Pow- 
ers, and under the Licenſes purchaſed from” the Company, as aforeſaid, 
were embargued, ſeized, and confiſcated, 'in breach of the Company's 
| Paſſes, and of the Afjento Contract, to the Value of a great many thou- 
| and Pounds. ' 304,00) eee Wb THT. NO VU MEE. 19s "31 ee 


That an Account of the ſaid Seizures and Confiſcations having been 
laid before the Company, the Court of Directors, on the 13th of February 
1721 (having before obtained Schedula's or Orders from the King of 
Spain for Reſtitution of the Veſſels and Effects fo ſeiz d, as aforeſaid) im- 
power d Mr. Bennett to grant and transfer all the Benefits of the ſaid 8che- 
dula of Wai to the Sufferers by the ſaid Seizures. ei  IHvTD 3 
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That on Mr. Bennett's Arrival in Barbadoes, in the Year 1722, he im- 

mediately ſubſtituted Mr. John Gibſon to go down to St. Domingo, 

Sr. Martha, and . to demand a Reſtitution; but while 
Mr. Gibſon was on his Voyage, the Court of Directors revok'd their 

Powers to Mr. Bennett, before the ſaid Grb/on' had receiv'd one Penny 

on Account of the ſaid Loſſes; and his Voyage prov'd altogether inet. 
fectual, as appears from the following: Affidavit. . 


The DE POSITION f John Gibſon, of the Pariſh of 
K. Michael in the Iſland of Barbadoes, Gent. aged Thirty 
One Years, or thereabouts; who being duly ſworn on the 
. Holy Evangeliſis of Almighty God, depoſeth and ſaith as 
fans 1 3 219% 1) of Tl 1483 


HAT on or about the Second Day of Fuly, in the Year of Our 
Lord One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Twenty Two, this De- 
ponent was impowered by Jobn Bennett, of the Pariſh of St. Michael in 
the faid Ifland, Eſq; to recover and receive all Effects, or the Produce 
thereof, belonging to the Eſtate of Dudley Woodbridge, Eſq; deceaſed, or 
other Perſons concern'd in the Indulto Trade to the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, 
which had been ſeiz d or embargued by the Royal Officers of his Catho- 
lick Majeſty in the ſeveral Ports of Sancto Domingo, Sancta Martha, and 
Cartbugena, upon the breaking out of the late War between the Crowns of 
Great Britain and Spain; and to enable this Deponent to reclaim ſuch 
Effects, he the faid Jobn Bennett (being then Attorney to the Sourh-Sea 
a 2 oF ; | | Company 


I [ 18.1 [ | | 
Company in chis Iland,; or ptherwiſe by them fur that S impowe='®- 


or incruſted) did furniſh this Deponent with an authentick Copy of his 
datholick Majeſty's Royal Schedula, for a general Reſtitution of all Effects 
belonging to the Aſfento Trade, which had been ſeiz d or confiſcated by 
any of his Catholick Majeſty's Officers; and alſo with an hene 
Copy of the ſaid Company's Power of Attorney to him the ſaid Jabs 
Bennett in that behalf, dated in London the Thirteenth Day of February, 
One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Twenty One-Two; and accordingly 
this Deponent he ing impower d and furniſh'd as aforeſaid, did proceed on 
a Voyage to the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, and did require Reſtitution of ſeve- 
ral Veſſels and Effects, wherein the ſaid Dudley Woodbridge or other Per- 
ſons in this Iſland, trading thither by way of Induito, had been con- 
cern d, and which had been ſeiz d or embargued by the Officers of the 
King of Spain, at the ſaid ſeveral Ports of Sandto Domingo, Fanta Mar- 
tha, and Carthagena, but without Effect: And more particularly this 
Deponent ſaith, That on or about the Eighteenth Day of July, One 
Thouſand Seven Hundred and Twenty Two, this Deponent being arri- 
ved at the ſaid Port of Sancto Domingo, impower d and furniſh'd as afore- 
ſaid, did there notify ſuch his Powers and Inſtructions to the Spaniſh 
Royal Officers, and did demand from them the Amount of the Sloop 
Induſtry, Charles Baynes Commander, and her Cargo; but was ſo far 
from obtaining any Redreſs, that this Deponent” was there detain'd, 
and forc'd to be at great Charges to defend himſelf at Law, and pre- 
vent his Veſſel being ſeiz d, under Pretence of not having Negroes on 
Board ; whereas (a8 this Deponent underſtood) the ſaid Fohn Bennett 
was not impower d by the ſaid Company to introduce Negroes, and this 
Deponent was only impower d to reclaim the Effects which had been 
ſeiz d or confiſcated as aforeſaid; and this Deponent further faith, that 
afterwards he proceeded to the ſaid Port of Sancta Martha, and arrived 
there on or about the Thirtieth Day of Auguſt following, and in like 
manner notified his Powers and Inſtructions to eee Royal Offi- 
cers there, and demanded from them the Amount of the Snow: Martha, 
Alexander Wordy Commander, and her Cargo; but cou'd obtain no other 
Anſwer to ſuch Demand, than that the Produce of the ſaid. Sow and 
her Cargo was at Cartbagena, in the Hands of the Royal Officers there; 
whereupon this Deponent did diſpatch a Letter from Sancta Martba to 
Carthagena, to Mr. Pym the faid Company's Agent there, acquainting 
him that he was coming thither to receive the near, Produce — the ſaid 
Snow Martla, and her Cargo; and immediately after, 3 ſet 
fail for Carthagena, and arriv'd there on or about the Eleventh Day of 
September, inthe ſaid Year One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Twenty 
ws | 2 1 ne, 
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Two, where hie was not perinitted to enter; but under the Gates of the 
City he receiv'd a Copy of an Anſwer to his ſaid Letter (as Rd 


nent was told by the Perſon that delivered it to him) to the Purport fol- 
lowing, vi. That he Name of muſt be demanded in the Company's 


. Name, and not in the Name pf the Perſons concern'd; and therefore this 
Deponent had no Right to demand them, and that the CY unly | 
had; and this Deponent further ſaith, that he continued ſome time in 2 
Diſcourſe with the faid Company's Agents there at the faid City Gates, ; 
concerning the aforefaid Effects, and gave them the ſaid 8 
ſaid Company's Declaration, with the ſaid authantick Copy of the: King 
of Spain's Schedula for Reſtitution, and of Mr. Bennett's Power from the 
Company; as als his Depohent's Power to demand the ſume j but they 
0 thy affirm'd that the Company s Agents were che only proper Her- 
ſons q and without giving themſchves time to peruſe the Papers, they're- 
turn d them to this Deponent, and adsjied hum immedi; to depurt; 
for that if he preſum'd to enter the Harbour with his Ship, he certainly 
ſhould be ſeiz d; upon which this Deponent did not think fit to proceed 


any further on that Voyage, apprehending he ſhould have no better, or 
other Succels. | 


| Furat, viceſmo primo die Aprilisy ; 
Anno Domini 1724. Coram | 
John Lenoir, Uni Fuft. Pac. FOEHN GIBSON. "4h 
& Mag. in Canc, © | | 


1 


That hitherto, neither the South-Sea Company, nor their Factors, 
have made any Reparation, or given any Satisfaction to the Loſers by 
the ſaid Seizures, or afforded any other Aſſiſtance to them for the Re- 

covery of their Loſſes. ou Bos. ER yo | 


And therefore Mr. V. vodbridge's Repreſentative, and other Perſons con- 
cern'd in the ſaid Seizures, complain of the following Hardſhips. 


| Firſt, That they have Bad their Veſſels and Effects ſeiz d contrary 
to 8 Aſſiento Contract, and the Company's Powers, for which they 
paid. 1 


Secondly, That they have not been able to recover one Farthing of 
Money from the King of Spain's Officers, tho they have been at the 
. | ” | py Charge 


[4] . 


Charge of err down derer _—__ and Slaops 10 demand a Reſti- : 


-rution,” | 3204 dev 20 921 2c vii) 
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2 . Thirdh, That the! Company's Factors Ne intermeddled ith: their 
Affairs, and received A of their Spend or the: 'Prodvce: thereof, 
int their: Hands. 2115 Hir non bas | 2517 on bet ongncc2tl 
Fourthly, That elt 1 * Veſitls and Effect hin: * ſeiz'd arid 
ſold by the Spaniards, we been ſold. at a . low Raney? ane much under 
the real Value of them. 


a 'Fifthly, That n make no bend af ne Veſſels — Effects 
ſeiz d, or of the Produce thereof, in their own: Names, of the Spaniards,. 

and have no Ways or Means of having * done chem, but = and. 
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